


Informal meeting with CW&C Enforcement Officer 
4th September 2025 at the Barbour Institute.
PRESENT
Tattenhall & District Parish Council – Pat Black, Iain Keeping, Neil Matthews, Ann Wright (Clerk).
Cheshire West & Chester Council  – Cllr Mike Jones, Brian Leonard.
Purpose of Meeting: To discuss outstanding enforcement issues. 
Brian Leonard introduced himself as the principle planning enforcement officer and reported there are 13 outstanding enforcement cases in Tattenhall.
The meeting reviewed the outstanding cases.
· Russia Hall – It was noted this case was now closed as permission had been granted for the Annex and Airbnb.
· Portico House – It was discussed the signage is put up to advertise events then removed, there are currently no signs up. 
· Barbers Shop – It was reported enforcement officers have visited the shop and have confirmed the signs require planning permission or must be removed within 28 days.
· Shipping Container, Newton Lane – It was reported the site has permission for a permanent agricultural building granted in February 2025, the container can stay on site until the building is completed.
· Hill Garth Road – Wall not built between properties and field as required by Plans. It was confirmed this will be passed back to the planning officer who dealt with the application. 
· Castlefields – Attenuation Pond not as approved, it was noted this is being handled by the LLFA officer and is on-going.
It was confirmed that CW&C has had a backlog of enforcement issues for a number of years and are reviewing how reports are handled. For example, referring cases back to the planning officers who dealt with the application.  
· Hawthorn Cottage – it was noted the removal of the hedge had been reported, it was thought the tree officer had responded to this matter. It was noted there is still an outstanding report regarding the works done to the property which have been raised with the planning officer. 
Concerns were raised regarding the barge installed on the field and the use of the property as an Airbnb although it was noted permission may not be required for this. 
· Chester Road – a report has been made that the wildlife area has not been created as approved, this has been raised with the planning officer. 
It was discussed that not all planning breaches result in enforcement action, officers will consider if it is in the public interest to pursue the breach and what harm the breach is causing. The investigation is just as thorough where action is not taken as when action is taken.  
· Caravans – CW&C will provide a record sheet for residents to complete to record times when caravans are occupied to proof if caravans are being lived in.
· Manor Farm – concern was raised about a static caravan and septic tank which has been installed particularly regarding where the waste is being discharged to.
The meeting discussed the on-going flooding resulting from the infilling of the former railway line and the impact it is having on the adjacent farmland. Cllr Jones confirmed he as made an FOI request to EA to see if a licence had been obtained for this work. 
It was noted retrospective permission had been sought for the infilling of the railway line but the application had been withdrawn or refused. An enforcement notice had been served but not complied with. It was understood the works to clear the area would have cost approx. £1m. No further enforcement had been taken as it would only have resulted in a fine and not resolved the issues.
It was noted a small pump had been used for a time to help lower the flood water. 
It had been confirmed that the bridge and land below is owned by CW&C and there were concerns the bridge will be damaged by constantly standing in deep water.  

A discussion took place about how officers prioritise what breaches they enforce. It was suggested that if action was taken where breaches are ongoing, they could be dealt with more effectively and stop works before they are completed. It was confirmed CW&C is reviewing how enforcement is undertaken. 



Ann Wright
10/09/2025.




