
Update following Ha-ha meeting.  
 
Thanks for the notes. I’ve managed now to speak to Roger Goulding and Mark Leah and think we 
have a way forward. 
 
We’ve done a bit of research and it looks like the ha-ha was constructed as part of the building of 
the current property it surrounds in 1909. At present, I would regard it as being curtilage listed due 
to its connection to The Rookery (GII). I would be grateful if you could confirm where the property 
boundary of The Rookery lies and that the ha-ha is beyond it. 
 
In terms of the restoration project, there would certainly be a benefit in the works we discussed: 
some stone replacement, some rebuilding, re-pointing, the removal of barbed wire and brackets and 
so on. The best next step will be to draw up a scheme of works that we can agree so the LBC 
application can proceed. That would be best done by/with a specialist contractor and I can have 
input into the process too, as agreed. 
 
Roger didn’t seem to think that the mosses would be an issue as they’ll grow back, but we’ll need a 
separate conversation about the removal of any larger trees. Mark too didn’t think there would be 
any great archaeological issues, but suggested that any ‘excavation’ be limited to exposing the 
original ditch cut. There is potential for some residual post-medieval pottery from when that was 
originally dug and we would recommend building into the project design an arrangement to contact 
a relevant expert if anything does turn up. 
 
Hope that’s enough to go on for now! 
 
Dr James Dixon (he/him) 
Built Environment Officer (Conservation and Design)  
Cheshire West and Chester Council 
 


