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Minutes of Tattenhall & District  
Parish Council Meeting  

Held virtually via Zoom, 7th September 2020 
 
PRESENT 

Councillors 
Chairman – I. Keeping 
P. Black  G. Blackhurst S. Chapman  L. Jones  J. Kershaw 
N. Matthews   A. Scarratt  L. White    
Non-Parish Councillors 
CW&C Cllr Mike Jones 
Public – 4 
 
APOLOGIES 
Dough Haynes – Technical issues  
Lesley Jones – Work commitment  
Cindy Parry – Family commitment. 
Esther Sadler-Williams – Family commitment. 
Norman Sharp – Technical issues 
It was noted with regret the Louise Gibson had resigned from the Council, the clerk had notified 
CW&C and would advertise statutory notice as such the Council now had 2 vacancies.  
 
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
Cllr. Chapman declared an outside bodies interest as a member of the Community Land Trust 
(CLT) she confirmed that she would take part in the discussion but not vote. 
Cllr. Matthews declared pecuniary interest in items relating to planning application 
20/01473/FUL and matters relating to the Ice Cream Farm. 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
Ice Cream Farm 
Jonathan Fell of the Cheshire Ice Cream Farm highlighted the challenges the ice cream farm is 
facing due to the pandemic, over the summer the ice cream farm has had to develop a different 
business operating model with a drive through and a cap on how many people can visit the 
attraction.  It was noted that the reduced number of people who can attend will not sustain the 
business moving forward hence there is a need to develop the drive through facility which is 
pleasant, and provides space for families to eat their ice cream in the car without causing 
congestion. It was noted a formal pre-application had been submitted to CW&C who had been 
generally supportive of the application and recognised the situation. It was noted that managing 
the drive through and the restricted number of visitors will have a positive impact on traffic in the 
area. 
It was asked how many people the ice cream farm employs noting it is one of the biggest 
employers in the area, it was stated in summer 2019 the ice cream farm employed 250 people, 
this summer around 150 were employed and the business relied on the furlough scheme.  
Mr Fell was thanked for joining the meeting and providing an update. 

Community Land Trust Application 
Lesley Grainger, Chairman of the CLT, reported that the planning application had been 
submitted at the end of January and had been delayed by the pandemic however discussion 
have been ongoing between the planning officer and the architect and a number of changes 
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have been made to the application to address the planners concerns including a reduction in 
the roof height to reduce the volume of the development by 7%, the appearance of the 
development has been amended to look like 2 properties rather than 3. Discussions had taken 
place regarding reducing the number of properties from 4 to 3 however this while reducing the 
number of properties available by 25% would not reduce the building and running costs by 25% 
and would result in the development being unviable. It was confirmed that Cllr Jones has called 
the application to be considered by the planning committee as it was likely the application will 
be recommended for refusal. 

Transition  
Nick Benefield reported a couple of people had expressed an interest in being involved with a 
transition project and would possibly be interested in forming a working group. 

Operating Licence 
It was noted that a licence application had been submitted by Miller Transport (Chester) Ltd to 
operate 3 vehicles and 6 trailers from Nine Oaks. 
It was noted that these vehicles are currently travelling to Nine Oaks as such the change in 
operations would reduce traffic on the lanes.  
 
Planning White Paper 
It was highlighted the government has issued a white paper on proposed planning changes and 
is also consulting on how local housing need is calculated. 
 
MINUTES 
RESOLVED 20/305 - that the Chairman sign, as a correct record the circulated minutes of 
Parish Council meeting held on the 6th July 2020 when possible.  
 
ACTIONS 
The Council noted the actions list as circulated, from page 330 of the minutes. 
 
PLANNING 
1) Planning Register 
Councillors noted the planning register, pages 57 and 58 including comments submitted since 
the last meeting noting a comment of no objection had been submitted for application 
20/02557/FUL, Ash Tree House since the agenda had been published. 
20/01473/FUL – Filling of railway line to do engineering work to enable touring caravan park to 
walk dogs – Manor Farm, Newton Lane, Goldborne Bellow, CH3 9AY. 
RESOLVED 20/306 – that Tattenhall & District Parish Council submit the following comments: 
The Parish Council objects to this application which is contrary to Strat 10 of the CW&C Local 
Plan Part 1 and policies R 3.C and T4 of the CW&C Local Plan Part 2. Any permission granted 
should address by condition drainage and flooding issues caused by the works on adjacent 
land. 
20/02561/FUL – Demolition of existing dwellings and buildings and erection of 1 replacement 

dwelling – Cider House, Chester Road, Tattenhall, CH3 9AH. 
RESOLVED 20/307 – that Tattenhall & District Parish Council submit the following comments: 
Contrary to the submitted planning statement (para 5.2), the site of the proposal lies entirely 
within the designated area of the Tattenhall and District Neighbourhood Plan (TDNP) and the 
policies therein are relevant. Policy 1 of TDNP specifically states “Smaller scale [fewer than 30 
houses] development of exception sites will be allowed within the hamlets of Gatesheath …” As 
a new build this proposal is compliant with Policy 1 whether or not the existing house is 
demolished. The proposal is compliant with Policy 2 of TDNP in that the building materials 
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conform to those preferred in the Tattenhall Village Design Statement and respects the local 
character of the surrounding area. 
The Parish Council support the proposed development. 

2) Additional Applications 
No further applications had been received. 
 
3) Ice Cream Farm Application 
 The Council noted the information provided in public participation and await the submission of 
the planning application. 

4) CLT Application Update  
It was reported that the application is due to go to CW&C Planning Committee on Tuesday 29th 
September, it was agreed a representative of the CLT, possibly Lesley Grainger would speak as 
the applicant.  
It was agreed the Parish Council would submit additional comments confirming their support of 
the application.   
 
5) Lead Planning Councillors 
It was noted that Councillors Blackhurst and Keeping are the lead planning Councillors until 
October meeting. 
 
COUNCIL PRIORTIES & TRANSITION VILLAGE 
1) Review and Ranking of Priorities 
It was agreed to circulate the priorities table to Councillors for consideration of ranking. 

2) Transition Working Group 
Nick Benefield stated he would call a meeting of interested people to discuss a transition group 
separate from the Parish Council, it was agreed Cllr Keeping would attend to represent the 
Parish Council.  
 
ASSETS OF COMMUNITY VALUE 
It was noted that the Council had looked at establishing Assets of Community Value in 
Tattenhall. It was noted that this had been raised with the proprietors of Morton’s Country 
Stores (Spar) who did not support the business being listed as an asset of community value  but 
had been supported a closer working relationship with the Parish Council. 
The Clerk had sent a number of letters to the owner of The Letters  regarding listing it as an 
asset of community value but to date had not received a response.  
It was agreed was agreed to take no further action on register assets of Community Value at 
this time. 
 
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN REVIEW 
The Council noted the minutes of the last Committee meeting, page 333 of the minutes.  
It was noted that the next meeting is on the 9th September and that Catherine Morgetroyd will 
be attending from CW&C to comment on the review and monitoring to date and will discuss the 
new government white paper on planning, comments on which need to be submitted by the 
beginning of October. It was agreed that the Neighbourhood Plan Review Committee would 
consider comments for submission, these would be circulated to the Councillors by email for 
approval. 
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WEBSITE & ACCESSIBILITY STATMENT 
It was noted that works had been completed to improve the accessibility of the Council’s 
website. 
RESOLVED 20/307 – that the Council approve the website accessibility statement produced by 
Elginhill Ltd. 
 
RISK MANAGEMENT    
It was noted the Council needed to form a working group to consider the risk management of 
the Council. It was agreed to form a working group including Councillors Keeping and Black 
would start the process of reviewing the Council’s risk management. 
 
RISK ASSESSMENT OF MEETINGS 
The Council reviewed the risk assessment as circulated; it was agreed to continue to hold 
virtual Council meetings and to monitor the situation noting a risk assessment will need to be 
undertaken before the Council can meet in person. 
 
ACCOUNTS & PAYMENTS 
1) Audit 2019-2020 
It was noted that the external audit for 2019-2020 had been completed and that no matters of 
concern had be raised. 
2) Accounts & Payments 
RESOLVED 20/308 – that the Council approve the payments as listed on page 50 of the Cash 
Book and noted the spend for the first quarter against budget raising no matters of concern.  

P. Marsden Reimbursement: Plant Food  14.49 

Play Inspection Company  Play Area inspection   120.00 

Grants Gardening Services Grounds maintenance  486.00 

A. Wright  Salary  756.48 

P. Marsden Salary (watering) 86.40 

HMRC Paye/NI 284.00 

Nest  Pension contribution  52.91 

Tilston Electrical Services Defib, cabinet and phone installation 245.00 

Grants Gardening Services Grounds maintenance 486.00 

PKF Littlejohn LLP External audit  360.00 

ICO Data protection fee 35.00 

3) Additional Invoices 
RESOLVED 20/306 – that the Council approve the additional invoices received since 
publication of the agenda: 

Nest  Pension Contribution 52.91 

A. Wright  Salary  756.48 

P. Marsden Salary (watering) 108.00 

HMRC PAYE/NI 289.40 

NatWest  Bank charges 8.80 

4) Parish News 
RESOLVED 20/309 – that the Council give grant of £900 to the Parish News noting the amount 
reflects a grant for 2019-2020 and 2020-2021 and that the Parish News invoice the Parish 
Council annually for future funding.  
5) Play Area Inspections 2020-2021 
RESOLVED 20/310 – that the Council appoint Morral Play Services to undertake the annual 
and operational play area inspections during 2020-2021. 
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The meeting closed at 9.05pm.  
 
 
 
Signed      ………………………..                   Dated   ……………………….. 
 
 
 

Ann Wright 08/09/2020 
 

The next meeting of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  
 is on Monday 5th October 2020, 7.30pm 
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Meeting 6th July 2020 
Action List 

Action   Date Comments Complete 

Assets of Community 
Value 

16 01 20  
13 03 20 
18 06 20 

Letter to TM – SPAR/PO requesting 
meeting 
Letter to Letters Inn 
2nd Letter to Letters Inn 

Sept 
Agenda 

Bunting Brackets  04 06 20 
18 06 20   
18 06 20  
23 06 20  
25 06 20 

Emailed BT for progress update 
Emailed & Wrote to property owners inc 
BE 
Emailed Planning regarding planning 
permission  
Emailed Planning for response. 
Planning confirmed only require 
permission if on listed building. 

 

Church Bank & 
Rosemary Road 

12 02 20 
12 02 20  
01 09 20  

Emailed Highways for update   
Emailed BE – Rosemary Row update 
Requested update 

 

Climate Day  Arrange Autumn 
 

 

Community Room 
Meeting  
 

19 03 20  Cancelled will reschedule when schools 
reopen.  

 

Defib. Phone & Cabinet 
 

   
17 06 20 
24 06 20  
21 07 20  

Awaiting installation  
Emailed TM & MP regarding installation. 
Confirmed Sunday after 5th July  
Test call to 999 completed and confirmed  

Completed  

Drop Kerbs 12 02 20 
01 09 20   

Emailed Highways for update   
Requested update 

 

Emergency Plan   
 

Submit to CW&C  

Emergency Plan  
 

Bags in Locations 
 

 

Glebe Meadow Grant 
Application 

22 10 19 
08 11 19 
 
22 01 20 

Emailed TWiG to agree process 
AH completed registration with Heritage 
Lottery Fund. 
emailed AH for update 

 

Glebe Meadow – Mowing  02 06 20  Confirmed quotes accepted (& declined) 
Early August check date for mowing (late 
August early Sept). 

 

Maintenance  Walks Programme developed  

Microphones    

Millennium Mile 12 02 20  
12 08 20 

Posts invoice paid 
IK arranging to collect posts with JK 

 

Millennium Mile Path 
repairs 

11 08 20 NM confirmed works to be undertaken 
asap 
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Neighbourhood Plan 
Review 

13 07 20 
23 07 20 
21 07 20  
 

Emailed monitoring report to CM at 
CW&C 
Meeting 
Response from CM – date for meeting in 
Sept 

 

New Pavement 07 07 20  
07 07 20 

Emailed H-ways – footpath adopted? 
H-ways confirmed adopted – circulated to 
Cllrs and ALS 

Completed  

Parking Restrictions & 
Speed Limits 

01 09 20 Requested update   

Planning  07 07 20 
 
 
15 07 20 
23 07 20 
24 07 20 
27 07 20 
18 08 20 
01 09 20 
01 09 20  

20/02132/FUL – submitted comments 
20/02056/FUL – submitted comments 
20/02027/FUL - submitted comments 
20/01473/FUL – circulated 
20/02307/FUL – circulated 
20/02307/FUL – circulated proposed 
comment 
20/02307/FUL – submitted comments  
20/02557/FUL – circulated 
20/02557/FUL – circulated proposed 
comment 
20/02561/FUL – circulated 

Sept 
Agenda 

Play Area Inspections 13 07 20  
 
15 07 20  

Circulated quotes for play inspections for 
comment 
Confirmed Morral Play to undertake 
inspections from October 2020 (notified 
current providers) 

Completed 

Play Area Repairs  PB & IK 
 

 

Priorities  06 07 20 NB – Enabling Communities Presentation 
 

Sept 
Agenda 

Speed Indicator Device - 
SID 

 Advertise for volunteers 
Set date for Training  
set dates for using SID 

 

Spinney 10 03 20 
02 06 20 
12 08 20  

Emailed for Ecological & Tree Survey 
Quotes 
Confirmed quotes accepted (& declined)  
Circulated ecology report 

Completed  

Spinney Project  03 08 20 
12 08 20  

Emailed JG for update on Spinney survey 
Circulated Ecology Report 

 

Station Letter 15 07 20 
16 07 20  
21 07 20 

Letter emailed to Edward Timpson 
circulated response to Councillors 
Circulated letter from CS to Councillors 

Completed 

Tree Survey 03 08 20 Emailed ATC update on survey 
Awaiting Barnfields Glebe Meadow 
Survey 

 

Tree – Fungal Growth  25 09 19 
25 09 19 
21 10 19 

Photograph taken of growth. 
Reported to CW&C ref:4881769 
Emailed JB for update 

To Be 
removed 
from List  



 
 

332 
 
 

 
Objectives for 2020  

1) By July 2020, create an accurate Community Assets register which can be 
easily maintained 
 

2) By July 2020, formulate Council’s priorities and their progress monitoring in 
order to move away from ‘pothole type issues’ and create a more holistic 
approach to key agreed issues. 

 
3) By December 2020, support the definition, design and initial processes for a 

Climate Change Project within the Neighbourhood Plan. 
25 06 20 – Contacted CSE & NPlan committee about virtual presentation. 

 
By December 2020 establish links and relationships to increase businesses 
participation in Council activities. 
24 06 20 – Contacted RD (TBA) regarding possible projects. 
July Agenda 

 
4) By December 2020, continue to increase involvement of groups and 

individuals with events to ensure wider community involvement & Partnership 
involvement.  

 
5) By December 2020, establish a Youth Council to ensure involvement of a 

wider demographic in council business and decisions - Completed 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Website – Accessibility  16 07 20 Confirmed works and informed 
unsuccessful companies. 
Works completed  

Completed 

Youth Council    Next meeting 28th September TBC  

REPORTED FAULTS 
 

28 07 20  
04 08 20 
 
07 08 20 

Cookes Court Junction visibility - 
HW232716072 
Rean Meadow pavement & shrubs - 
HW234965001 + emailed AM & JB. 
Reported overgrown hedges  
Park Road HW236139086 
Park Road/Tattenhall Road junction 
HW236145872 
Greenlands Junction HW236147427 
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Minutes of Tattenhall Neighbourhood Plan Review Committee  
Held virtually via ZOOM. 

23rd July 2020 
PRESENT 
Chairman: Iain Keeping 
Steve Densley,   Adele Evans,    Doug Haynes,  Andrew Hull,   
Peter Weston,   Esther Sadler-Williams,   Ann Wright (Clerk). 
Public 6  
 
APOLOGIES 
Pat Black, Sheila Chapman, Lisa Fearn, Rebecca Robinson. 
 
DECLARATION OF POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 
None declared. 
 
DISCUSSION – LOW CARBON NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING  
Daniel Stone from the Centre for Sustainable Energy led a discussion on low carbon 
neighbourhood planning which included the following information: 
 
‘Low carbon ’policies can be very different depending on the area you are looking at and the 
needs of that area. Neighbourhood plans must promote sustainable development and be in 
accord with strategic policies as such there is flexibility about how neighbourhood plans can 
tackle this issue. 
 
Key themes of low carbon neighbourhood planning 
 
Renewable Energy 
The way energy is provided is changing fast in the past energy was supplied in a linear way 
from large power stations to homes and businesses, that is no longer the case with energy 
coming from a number of sources, this results in both a threat and opportunity: 
 
Threat – The amount of renewable energy produced needs to quadruple which will result in 
renewable energy plants being imposed on communities where they don’t want them. 
 
Opportunity - Communities have a chance to decide where they would like renewable energy to 
be generated and what criteria they want to see met. This can lead to Community Energy 
Companies. 
 
Good renewable energy policies should include: 

• Support for renewable energies. 

• Identify the types of renewable energy generation which are acceptable in the community 

and the criteria it should meet. 

• Identify the resources available in the area. 

• Allocate sites. 
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Examples of good policies can be found in: 
Colwich Neighbourhood Plan 2016,  
Farringdon Neighbourhood Plan 2016 
Gwinear-Gwithian Neighbourhood Plan 2017 
 
Sustainable Building 
Key to reducing carbon emissions is to create more energy efficient buildings.  
Currently CSE is working on a list of evidence which can be used to support policies in 
Neighbourhood plans including inspectors ’comments. 
 
BREEAM – standards for commercial buildings 
 
Retrofitting of Historical and Listed Buildings – consider policies which support the reduction of 
emissions from historic buildings without destroying their historical character. 

Green Infrastructure & Biodiversity 
Policies which map areas of biodiversity and policies to protect them. 

Drainage & Flood Management 
Consider natural flood defenses and sustainable drainage features. 

Sustainable Transport 
Walking and cycling routes, appraise what is already in place. 
 
Community Engagement & Consultation 
It was noted that many neighbourhood plans did not include climate policies as their original 
surveys did not ask climate questions.  
Workshops can be organised which help residents to understand the magnitude of reducing 
carbon emissions and to identify what the community could do by looking at the landscape, 
energy needs and generation and identifying acceptable options.  

Questions & Discussion 
It was noted that Tattenhall has a number of these things already in place but has no way of 
coordinating its efforts. 
The majority of land in and around Tattenhall is owned by one landowner and with the 
Agriculture Bill going through the Lords currently and the 25 Year Environment Plan substantial 
change is on the way and their needs to be a conversation with that landowner.   

Ashton Hayes 
Representatives from Ashton Hayes explained when writing their Plan, they had initially wanted 
to include sites for renewable energy generation, but CW&C had not allowed this. The Plan did 
include support and criteria for acceptable renewable energy. 
Although there were sites identified for solar power generation these had not been allocated in 
the Plan due to the complexity to officially allocate them in terms of reports etc. 
CW&C had not supported them including policies for sustainable buildings beyond normal 
building standards a policy had been included for imaginative buildings that went beyond 
building standards, but this had proved not to be wholly successful. 
Where applications had been approved with higher standards when these had not been 
delivered CW&C had not carried out any enforcement.  
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Ashton Hayes had also undertaken work to identify green spaces and resources which some of 
landowners were not aware of,  using the https://magic.defra.gov.uk/ website. 
They had allocated a set amount of land for the generation of renewable energy but not 
specified the technology as that is changing so quickly. 
 
It was noted that energy efficiency policies are complex and as such if the local authority has 
appropriate policies which are going to make a noticeable difference there is no need to include 
them in a neighbourhood plan. Part of the reason for the complexity of this area is that there is 
very little government guidance in place.  
It was noted that CW&C had declared a climate emergency and were regularly publishing 
update of what they are doing. 
 
It was noted that one major issue will be how to address and reduce gas consumption. 
 
Initially a working group had developed in Ashton Hayes looking at becoming Carbon Neutral 
and had been endorsed by the Parish Council in 2006, this later became a Committee of the 
Parish Council, in 2011 they group received a large grant and separated from the Council 
forming a CIC, Community Energy Company which reports annually to the Council.  
 
It was noted that it was not enough to just include policies in the Neighbourhood Plan but there 
had to be action. 
 
It was noted that a number policies had been included in the original Tattenhall Plan including 
carbon neutral buildings, ground water storage etc. and that these had been rejected by CW&C. 
 
It was noted that building regulations have slowly tightened but they still have not reach 100% 
carbon neutrality in addition increases in permitted development had resulted in more 
development not requiring planning applications.  
 
Heat recovery systems are worth considering as these can be very effectively installed in 
existing buildings, reducing emissions and energy costs. 
 
It was noted that CW&C have published their Place Plan which includes 10 pledges, page 77 of 
the minutes. 
 
Mr Stone confirmed he would forward a copy of the presentation slides, he confirmed that from 
December CSE may charge for his services which are currently funded by a grant although it is 
hoped another grant will be received. 
 
The Chairman thanked Mr Stone for his presentation and the attendees for their input. 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
No matters raised; it was agreed to allow members of the public to speak during the agenda 
items. 
MINUTES 
The Committee approved the minutes of the meeting held on the 10th June 2020. 
 
MONITORING REPORT UPDATE  
It was reported that the Monitoring Report and recommendations had been approved by the 
Parish Council at their July meeting and had been submitted to CW&C for consideration.  

https://magic.defra.gov.uk/
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The officer looking at the document had suggested the proposed changes were likely to result in 
a referendum, but this would not be decided until final analysis, the committee will meet with the 
officer at its next meeting in September to discuss the changes and options. 
Concern was noted about Start 9 which prevents development in Newton by Tattenhall and 
Gatesheath.  
It was suggested the Committee might want to link the local connection criteria in Policy 1 with 
definition of local connection used in CW&C Local Plan Part 2, policy DM24 although the 
Committee could agree its own connection criteria. 
 
NEXT STEPS 
It was noted there was a need to look at climate and low carbon polices in more detail and the 
link with Transition Villages and the Parish Council look at establishing a working group or task 
group to investigate and move this forward, noting their was a need to include the Bolesworth 
estate in these discussions.  
Sustainability Review – it was thought this would be led by CW&C when new polices have been 
identified but should be raised in the discussion with CW&C. 
 
FUTURE MEETING DATES 
As below. 
 
Meeting closed at 8.42pm. 

 
NEXT MEETING 

Wednesday 9th September 2020 
7.30pm virtually via ZOOM. 

 
Ann Wright 24/07/2020 
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Extract from CW&C Place Plan 

 
We will: 

• Jointly plan and develop environmental and other planning decisions, ensuring that they 
take account of all aspects of wellbeing 

• Support infrastructure developments that support healthy lifestyle choices for all our 
residents, including the borough's gypsy and traveller communities 

• Embed active design principles within all new developments 
• Explore opportunities for further developing our programme of work around 'one public 

estate' 
• Work together in partnership across Cheshire West to promote shared - and committed - 

responsibility towards sustainability 
• Sign up to the Cheshire and Merseyside Health and Care Partnership Social Value 

Charter 
• Implement the 10 climate change pledges agreed by the Cheshire and Warrington sub-

Regional Leaders Board 
• Purchase sustainably - selecting and promoting goods and services using purchasing 

criteria which balance economic, social and environmental factors and require suppliers 
to do the same 

• Encourage sustainable travel amongst our residents, visitors and key employers, 
including the Council and the NHS 

• Work towards reducing road traffic injuries and zero deaths 
• Ensure that safe natural environments and green spaces are accessible, functional and 

provide maximum benefit to the local community in terms of both recreation and 
biodiversity 

• Monitor air quality and work across the area to reduce carbon emissions 
• Work to reduce crime and disorder 
• Help people feel safe in their homes and on the streets 
• Encourage residents, visitors and businesses to minimise waste - reduce, re-use, recycle 
• Support plastic-free initiatives across the borough. 
•  

www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/your-council/policies-and-performance/council-plans-and-
strategies/place-plan/cheshire-west-place-plan.aspx 

 

 
 

  

http://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/your-council/policies-and-performance/council-plans-and-strategies/place-plan/cheshire-west-place-plan.aspx
http://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/your-council/policies-and-performance/council-plans-and-strategies/place-plan/cheshire-west-place-plan.aspx
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